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Some of these immigrants failed and moved to the cities or returned to the United States. 
Others were successful and made fortunes in cotton and watermelons. The immigrants brought 
baseball, peaches, pecans, and various strains of rice to Brazil. The immigrants remained in clois-
tered communities and established schools, churches, and cemeteries because the Roman Catholic 
Church in Brazil would not allow the Protestant Confederates to be buried with Catholics. Even 80 
years later, many spoke English exclusively in homes. But with time, more and more of the descen-
dants moved to the cities and assimilated into the Brazilian culture.

Map 10.1  Brazil and Other South American Countries
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